


Common Investing 

Mistakes: Overreacting 

to the media

Let’s face it, with the many information 

outlets available to us today it can be easy 

to overreact. Acting Sustainably: Tips for Living a Greener Life

Save for Spring
A hundred gallons a day. That’s how much fresh water 

Americans consume on average. That’s almost  

40,000 gallons a year each for the 308 million1 people living 

in the US. When water is used wisely, everyone benefits. 

Three easy ways to conserve water:

Turn off the tap while brushing your teeth ■■

Increase efficiency by washing only full loads of laundry ■■

Replace your shower head to conserve water and energy■■

DWS Investments is committed to sustainable and responsible practices  

that preserve and enhance our environment. 
1Source: census.gov. Data is current as of February 19, 2010.

DWS Investments is part of Deutsche Bank’s Asset  
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OBTAIN A PROSPECTUS 
To obtain a summary prospectus, if available, or prospectus, download one from www.dws-investments.com, talk to your 
financial representative or call the Participant Service Center at 1-800-541-7705. We advise you to carefully consider the fund’s 
objectives, risks, charges and expenses before investing. The prospectus contains this and other important information about 
the investment product. Please read the prospectus carefully before you invest. 
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American workers are on track to reach 

their retirement goals in spite of the 

worst downturn since the 1930’s Great 

Depression. That’s the positive news from a 

new Investment Company Institute report:1

73% of the 3,000 households surveyed ■■

are confident that their retirement plans 

can help them reach their goals.

78% of households expressed ■■

confidence in their plans at work or 

their own IRAs. 

What’s your retirement readiness?

Are you saving enough, or are you part of 

a sizable group that the 2009 Retirement 

Conference Survey identified?2 

72% of workers plan to rely on their ■■

defined pension benefits in retirement 

but only 42% will actually be able to.

77% expect to depend on income from ■■

non-workplace savings but only 56% 

have savings today.

 

Get personalized analysis 
Visit dwsretire.com and run the Savings 
Gap Calculator to help illustrate the 

difference between current savings and 

how much you may need in retirement 

and the 401(k) Contribution Calculator 
to help assess how much more you may 

be able to afford to contribute based upon 

the information you provide.  

With broadcast, print, online and social media vying for our 

attention, it’s hard not to get caught up in dramatic headlines  

and alarming commentary. It’s particularly true when it comes  

to the subject of money, savings and economic stability  

around the globe.

Do you find that obstacles to economic growth grab your 

attention rather than stories on the slow and steady 

improvement of the economy? You’re not alone. Based on 

distressing media coverage, many investors get on the emotional 

rollercoaster of investing—and often it’s hard to get off.

There is a better way. Take the time to carefully define your 

short- and long-term investment goals and strategies. Don’t be 

tempted to alter your investment plan based on a sudden decline 

in financial markets. Work with a financial advisor who can help 

create a long-term plan based on your individual goals, time 

horizon to retirement and your comfort level with investment 

risk, among other important factors. 

Relying solely on what is reported in media commentary to 

position your investment portfolio can potentially have negative 

consequences. For example, trying to time investments and 

accurately predict when investments may move up or down is 

All investments involve risk including potential loss of principal.

impossible. Moreover, constantly repositioning your portfolio 

assets based upon media reporting could potentially lower your 

overall investment returns.

Staying focused on your short- and long-term financial objectives, 

keeping media reports in perspective and staying off the 

emotional rollercoaster of investing are essential to reaching your 

investment goals. A financial advisor’s guidance and support 

can be invaluable in these areas and in avoiding other common 

investing mistakes.

1Source: Investment Company Institute, January 8, 2009. 
2Source: Retirement Confidence Survey, Employee Benefit Research Institute, April 2009.


